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Sermon for New Year’s Day. 
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When Walter Scott lay dying, he requested his son to read to 
him from “the Book.” Upon being asked which book he meant, he 
answered: “There is only one book, the Bible.” That great writer, 
who himself had written so many books which were eagerly read by 
millions, recognized the incomparable superiority of the Book of all 
books: God’s Book, the Bible. Aye, the dying man looked for life, 
and he knew it was to be found in one book only, the Book of Life, 
God’s Book, the Bible. 

Walter Scott felt what every Christian feels: the need of God’s 
Word. Especially in serious moments and at critical times the 
Christian looks to His Bible for guidance and strength. That is 
our quest to-day! We are to-day marking the passing of a year, 
and as we stand upon the threshold of a new year, we, with millions 
of other Christians, lift up our eyes to Him from whom our help 
cometh. We look to God’s Word to-day for light and encouragement, 
and we are not disappointed. God never disappoints the one who 
seeks direction, instruction, comfort, and strength in His Word. 
Blessed Christian people, who do not only wish others a happy New 
Year to-day, who do not only pray that God may bless the year, but 
who also gather there where God distributes His happy New Years! 
We might open this sacred volume almost at any page and be face 
to face with some fountain of blessing for this coming year, aye, for 
all time to come. But for to-day I would call your attention to this 
beautiful word from one of the most precious Psalms of David: 
“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and He shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart.” In these words of the Almighty we have not only 
the wish or prayer for a happy New Year, in them we actually have 
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GOD’S GIFT: A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
For in these words He gives us 
1. A daily delight ; 
2. The granting of the desires of our hearts. 


1, 


God Himself, my dear Christian, meets you to-day at the opening 
of this new year and invites you to a delightful life. He does not 
only invite you to-day to happiness, He commands you to be happy. 
Hearken to the words of this text: “Delight thyself also in the Lord; 
and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” He does not say 
to you to-day: Mourn, weep, be sad, give way to gloom, let darkness 
cover your soul and remorse and regrets or dread of future ills tear 
your heart; no, He tells you: Delight thyself, be happy, rejoice, let 
gladness and joy, delight and happiness dwell in your heart. When 
you think of the past, then sing that ancient and ever new song of 
praise: “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless 
His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies; who satisfieth thy 
mouth with good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s.” And if to-day you think of the future, then remember that 
God promises you with an oath, as true as He lives, that “no good 
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly,” and that 
“eoodness and merey shall follow” you all the days of your life. 
Is that not happiness above measure? Ah, the devil slanders God 
when he tells us that God denies to us joys, delights, and happiness. 
Do we not sing: “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”? 
Every genuine blessing that we have ever enjoyed and every blessing 
which we ever shall enjoy are one and all gifts, free gifts, of God’s 
mercy and grace. God is goodness and love itself, and He has 
intended nothing but goodness and kindness and gifts and blessings 
for us. It is Satan who slanders Him to us and wishes to ruin us 
and rob us of these blessings through his hes and deceits. Has God 
not also elsewhere in Scripture told us to rejoice? Has He not said: 
“Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again I say, Rejoice”? Phil. 4, 4. 
Have we not just in the last week passed through those happy days 
wherein we have heard the angel’s message from God: “Fear not, for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people”? Have we and our children not rejoiced in that joy which 
is the most universal and the greatest joy and the purest joy that can 
come to mortals here upon earth? And even before we are through 
with singing our happy Christmas hymns, we are here this morning 
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at the portals of a new year met by our gracious God and told: 
“Delight thyself in the Lord.” 

It is God’s will that His Christians should be the happiest people 
on this earth. Their hearts should be filled with delight, and their 
very countenance, manner, and speech should overflow of that of 
which their heart is full. The devil likes to see us sad and ready for 
his satanic pessimism, but God wants to see happy, glad Christians. 
Not only to-day, but every day throughout this whole year and 
throughout all our days to come God says to every Christian: Delight 
thyself, delight thyself, delight thyself. Let gladness find an abiding 
home in your heart. Rejoice! “Rejoice in the Lord alway, and 
again I say, Rejoice.” No one but that spiteful and jealous and evil 
spirit, Satan, and those fools who follow him, deny this blessed truth. 

True Christians have also actually followed this command and 
invitation of the Lord and have thereby found a life of happiness 
and joy and gladness. True Christians are the only ones whose joy 
of heart has overflowed in hymns of praise. You may search the 
literature of the world, you will find no such hymns of praise and no 
such expressions of true heart-happiness as have poured forth from 
the lips of the children of God. We could not begin to mention all 
the hymns of praise and of happiness that have been composed by 
Christians and have burst from their lips. You all know that we sing 
every Sunday in thousands of Christian churches: “Praise God, from 
whom all blessings flow.” The children of God are so happy that 
they wish at times that they could have a thousand voices instead 
of one to sing God’s praise, for they join the poet in singing: — 

O that I had a thousand voices, 

A mouth to speak with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 
Then would proclaim in grateful songs 

To all, wherever I might be, 

What great things God hath done for me. 


My dear Christians, not one of you is excluded, and though you 
were the poorest and weakest child of God on earth to-day, yet to-day, 
on this New Year’s Day, He, the Almighty, who controls all things, 
takes you by the hand and tells you: “Fear not, thou hast nothing to 
fear. Trust Me and delight thyself in Me. Be happy. Sing hymns 
of praise; all is well with thee.” 

But God does not only tell us in general that we are to delight 
ourselves. He gives us also the matter in which we are to delight 
ourselves. He gives us cause for delight, He has presented to us 
riches and blessings in which we may delight ourselves. At times we 
find people who tell us that we ought to be optimists, and they advise 
us also to be cheerful and happy, but their advice is very cheap. 
They give us nothing to rejoice in. Aye, they may even be as cruel- 
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hearted as that gambler who had stripped his victim of his last penny 
and then left him with the advice that he ought to be “a good loser 
and a cheerful scout.” There is not much depth to the world’s greet- 
ing of Happy New Year to-day. But it is far otherwise with the Lord 
who speaks these words to us. He does not only advise us: Delight 
thyself. He saith: “Delight thyself in the Lord.” 

Certainly, this advice and invitation and command is not in 
accordance with the wishes of a carnal-minded person, but “the carnal 
mind is enmity against God.” Rom. 8,7. As long as enmity towards 
God rules our hearts, how can we be delighted that our enemy is 
almighty and has all things in His control? To an enemy of God, 
who makes himself an enemy of God and to-day again determines to 
be an enemy of God, there is nothing left but sorrow, desperation, 
and damnation; for him these short and imperfect earthly joys, what- 
ever they may be, will come to a sudden and terrible end. Of him 
this same Psalm says: “The wicked shall perish, and the enemies of 
the Lord shall be as the fat of lambs; they shall consume; into smoke 
shall they consume away.” Of these wicked and foolish enemies of 
God, who expect to resist Him whom even the devil in hell cannot 
resist, David says in this same Psalm: “I have seen the wicked in 
great power, and spreading himself like a green bay-tree. Yet he 
passed away, and lo, he was not; yea, I sought him, but he could not 
be found.” But even to these God says in other places of Scripture: 
Turn from your evil, from your wickedness, and from your despera- 
tion. Turn as the prodigal turned towards his father’s house. 
To them the entire Christian Church calls every day through its 
preaching: “Come, for all things are now ready.” “Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good, for the Lord hath spoken good con- 
cerning Israel.” 

But the Christian, who is living in the Father’s house and feast- 
ing upon the riches of that good Lord in heaven, knows what these 
words mean: “Delight thyself in the Lord.” The Lord Jesus Himself 
is the believer’s delight. To-day we also celebrate the day on which 
He was given His name. At His circumcision His name was called 
Jesus, that is, Savior, because He saves His people from their sins. 
That is the one chief delight of the Christian to-day and every day, 
that his prayer is heard: “Forgive us our trespasses,” “God be 
merciful to me, a sinner!” and that God assures him that “the blood 
of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin”; that he believes 
with all his heart that “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” The Christian knows there is but one 
thing that can separate him from his God in heaven, from his Creator, 
and that is his sin. And God has made known to him through the 
Gospel that this sin is removed, that God no more charges his sins 
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against the Christian, but that God richly and daily forgives all sins 
to him and all believers. Isn’t that good cause for rejoicing and for 
delighting oneself in the Lord? No wonder that at the sound of this 
Gospel the poet sang out: — 

How sweet is the Gospel! It comes from above 

To tell all the wonders of heavenly love. 

Deserving of wrath, here mercy I see; 

For Jesus was punished — instead of me. 


Grace! —’tis a charming sound, 
Harmonious to the ear; 

Heav’n with the echo shall resound, 
And all the earth shall hear. 


How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear. 

No wonder David sang concerning this Gospel: “Thy testimonies 
also are my delight.” “The Law of Thy mouth is better unto me than 
thousands of gold and silver.” How happy was Paul when he con- 
templated God’s rich gift to him in the Gospel! For the sake of 
this precious pearl which God bestowed upon Paul, Paul gladly threw 
away all other things: “But what things were gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ.” Phil. 3,7. Oh, how sweet and precious is 
the Gospel of God’s mercy in Jesus Christ! It is the only message 
that we have which assures us of God’s favor and forgiveness. All the 
earth tells of God’s power, God’s righteousness, God’s wisdom. Every 
plant on this earth, every star in the heavens preaches of God’s 
omnipotence. But the Gospel, which is contained in this holy Book, 
the Bible, that is the only preacher of God’s mercy and forgiveness! 
But that is a full pardon for all our sins, and the most solemn, the 
most secure, the unfailing assurance of God Himself that He loves 
us with an everlasting love, and that no man shall pluck us out of 
His hand. Is that not matter for delight? Surely this is no empty 
invitation: “Delight thyself in the Lord,” but it is an invitation to 
a very rich spiritual feast. All of God’s oxen and fatlings have been 
killed; the feast is ready. That which Christ purchased for us, “not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood,” is all there 
ready to be received by faith. Delight thyself in that, my dear 
Christian, to-day and every day. 

But there may be some among us to-day who will tell us, It is 
true, this is a great delight, this is joy indeed, but there are some 
other matters weighing upon my mind, and they do not permit me to 
rejoice and to delight myself in the Lord as I should. What is it, 
my dear Christian? What is it that interferes with your happiness ? 
Is it sickness? Is it some sore disappointment in life? Is it some 
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hardship that you must still bear? Are there business reverses ? 
Is there trouble in your family and with your children? Are there 
problems which you cannot solve? Is your path beset with difficulties 
and obstacles? Why be so foolish to-day to wrestle with these diffi- 
culties which God will all solve in due time. Approach these dif- 
ficulties and sorrows and trials in a different spirit and by a different 
method. Have you not learned as yet that you cannot turn one hair 
white or black? Give God a chance to do perfectly what you cannot 
even do imperfectly. “Cast all your cares upon Him, for He careth 
for you.” 1 Pet.5,7. In your daily affairs you often appeal to certain 
men to do work for you which you yourself cannot do. God is an 
infallible Specialist for troubles, problems, and difficulties. Take all 
your cares to God in heaven, and know that God will so solve them 
and will so arrange matters as to have all things turn for good to 
His child. Yes, you are not the first one who has been troubled when 
he looked about upon matters here upon this earth or within himself. 
We see sin in ourselves, and we see sin in others, we see weakness 
and sickness and defects wherever we look. We see the Church here 
upon this earth struggling against the gates of hell,—but “God is 
in the midst of her, she shall not be moved, God shall help her, and 
that right early.” As truly as you are a Christian, a member of 
Christ’s flock, so true it is that you are one of those whom together 
the Lord calls His Bride. Shall He who conquered Satan, shall He 
who showed Himself superior to death and brought life out of the 
grave, shall He to whom the Father hath delivered all things and made 
all things subject under His feet, shall He who can laugh at the 
greatest powers that antagonize Him (Ps. 2,4), shall He allow His 
Bride to come to harm and to perish? No, my dear Christian, delight 
thyself in the Lord. Go to His Word, read the letter which you have 
from your heavenly Bridegroom, in which He gives you the proof and 
the assurance of His power and wonderful, everlasting, and un- 
changing love, and then sing with all other Christians: — 

Savior, since of Zion’s city 

I, through grace, a member am, 

Let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Thy name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 

All his boasted pomp and show; 

Solid joys and lasting treasure 

None but Zion’s children know. 


2. 

But God is not satisfied to extend to us this gracious invitation: 
“Delight thyself in the Lord.” He adds to it this promise of sur- 
passing richness: “He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

Who could wish for more than to have his desires granted? 
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Who could ask for more than that on this first day of this new year 
God, who has all things in his keeping, tell Him that He will give 
him the desires of his heart? But that is just exactly what God 
promises His children to-day. Your wishes, prayers, and desires shall 
be given you, dear Christian. 

And now, what are the desires of one who delights himself in the 
Lord? You cannot find the desires of such a heart expressed in 
better words or composed in a more excellent form than that which 
was composed by the Lord Himself when He told His disciples to 
make known their requests to God in the words of the Lord’s Prayer. 
This, then, is the desire of the Christian, that his Savior may be 
glorified, that everywhere, from the rising of the sun to the going 
down thereof, His name may be great among the Gentiles, and that 
His proclamation of mercy may be heard to the ends of the earth and 
His true nature might be recognized by those for whom He died. 
And this wish and desire of ours shall be granted. Indeed, it is 
granted daily, for God’s Word is proclaimed, written, printed, read, 
and made known every day. Our periodicals tell of it and of its 
successes also, and those who delight themselves in the Lord there- 
fore also delight to read about the triumphant progress of the Gospel 
of Christ through the world. What joy these messages from all our 
mission-fields and from all our congregations and from victorious 
armies which are overthrowing Satan’s kingdom continually bring to 
every heart which truly desires that God’s name may be hallowed, 
His kingdom come, and His will be done! 

Certainly we Christians have also the desire that we might have 
all that we need to support this body and life here on this earth. Nor 
is this wish sinful or contrary to the will of God. God Himself has 
put this very desire into our heart and has even commanded us to 
express it and to pray daily to Him: “Give us this day our daily 
bread,” which is a prayer for all that goes to support our body, such 
as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, a pious spouse, pious 
children, peace, health, good friends, and many other things which 
we need for our life here upon earth. This desire shall also be granted 
to every Christian, for our heavenly Father knoweth that we have need 
of all these things, and has promised that, if we seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness, all these things shall be added to us. 
Matt. 6, 32. 33. 

And the Christian’s earnest desire is that his sins may never 
separate him from his God. He wishes to be preserved from tempta- 
tion whereby Satan would ensnare and overpower him. These desires 
God is also willing to grant to His children. He “daily and richly 
forgives all sins to me and all believers” and does not suffer us to be 
tempted above that we are able, but with the temptation provides an 
escape that we may be able to bear it. 1 Cor. 10, 13. 
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And finally the most ardent wish of every Christian is that he 
might be delivered from every evil work and all the ills of this mortal 
life, and that God might take him from this vale of tears to Himself 
in heaven. The Christian is waiting for his Lord, who is to come 
and give him that inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away. He prays daily that this greatest of all blessings may not 
be lost to him, he prays daily that he may attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead and thus enter into the joys of his Lord. And this prayer 
and wish of a Christian is also to be fulfilled. In our Father’s house 
are many mansions. If it were not so, He would have told us. Jesus 
has gone to prepare a place for us that we may be where He is and 
behold His glory and reign with Him with whom we have suffered. 
John 14. 

On this New Year’s Day we are forcibly reminded of the fact 
that this deliverance from all evil is drawing very close. Week by 
week, day by day, and hour by hour we are approaching the happiest 
experience of our whole life and being. Our throne and crown is 
awaiting us. It is but a short time, and we shall hear the blessed 
voice of Him who shall welcome us: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” Goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our life, 
and then we shall taste of that fulness of joy and those pleasures 
forevermore which are at His right hand. 

Ah, my dear Christians, these are prospects that are genuine and 
worth while. In them there is nothing of those beggarly elements 
which we have seen sink into the dust when the thrones and crowns 
of the many princes of Europe tumbled in all directions and even the 
proud ruler of England had to surrender the cherished name of his 
ancestors. No, no, we Christians desire something better than these 
uncertain possessions for which men kill each other every day. We 
are looking for a better country, that is, a heavenly one. And the 
time is not far off when we shall have our desires granted. For as we 
see conditions all about us growing worse and worse, nation rising 
against nation, conflagrations, earthquakes, distress of nations with 
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring and men’s hearts failing 
them for fear and for looking after those things which are coming on 
the earth,—we Christians may lift up our heads; for these. very 
disasters, which fill others with unspeakable dread, do not terrify us 
at all, for they are to us the infallible signs that our redemption 
draweth nigh and that now the manifestation of the sons of God is 
very nigh at hand. The worse things become here upon earth, the 
nearer are we to having our dearest wishes granted. The last of our 
troubles will soon be ended, every one of our enemies will soon be 
cast under our feet, for the manifestation of the children of God is 
at hand. Kingdoms and thrones and crowns are awaiting us! 
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Heaven and earth shall pass away. We and our generation have seen 
much glory, much earthly pomp, much boasted riches, life, and joy 
come to a sad end. For God is a jealous God and casts down those 
who are proud in their own minds, but He is a Friend of the humble 
who repent of their sins and turn to Him for forgiveness, and He 
is determined that they shall live and abide with Him forever. 
Ah, then, yea then, when we are with Him, more than ever before, 
we shall delight ourselves in the Lord, and He will fulfil the desires 
of our heart! 

Let us, therefore, never forget what God so richly bestows upon 
us again to-day. Many blessings have we received in the past, much 
reason for thanksgiving for all these favors; but as true as God’s 
own Word is true: the Christian’s best days are yet to come, and 
his greatest glory, victory, and triumph is still awaiting him. Oh, 


therefore : — 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


“Delight thyself also in the Lord, and He shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart.” Martin S. SOMMER. 


Predigt über das Evangelium am erften Sonntag nad) 
Epiphanias. 
Rut. 2, 41—52. 


Nachdem FEfus in Bethlehem geboren und act Tage darauf, woh! 
im Geburtshaufe dafelbit, befchnitten worden war, ging Maria mit 
Sofeph und dem Kindlein am viergigften Tage zum Tempel, um als 
fogenannte Sehsmwöchnerin ihren erjten Sirchgang zu halten. Da danfte 
fie Gott für die Geburt ihres Kindes, indem fie ihr Opfer darbradhte; 
denn fo war e3 Gottes Wille nach dem Gefeb. Obtwohl wir Chriften 
fret find von allen Gefeben der Yuden, fo ijt e8 doch ein feiner, Töblicher 
Brauch vor dem HExrrn, wenn Kindbetterinnen bei ihrem erften Rird- 
gang nad) der Geburt ihres Kindes befonders und laut Gott danfen 
laffen fir ihre Eritarfung. Zugleich ftellten aber Maria und Sojeph 
am bierzigiten Tage im Tempel das neugeborne BEfusfindlein dem 
HEren dar, und weil eg ein erjtgebornes Söhnlein tar, mußten fie e8 
durd ein befonderes Opfer vom Tempeldienit Iosfaufen. Sie haben 
alfo an jenem vierzigiten Tage wichtige Sachen im Tempel verrichten 
mitfjen. 

„Und da fie alles vollendet hatten nach dem Gefeb des HErrn, 
fehrten fie wieder zurüd nach Galilaa, gu ihrer Stadt Nazareth”, fo 
berichtet Qufas 8.39. Reiner foll aber meinen, daß die heiligen Eltern 
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ploß dann zum Tempel gegangen feien, wenn fie da befondere Saden 
nach) dem Gefeß zu verrichten hatten, etiva toie manche Leute nur dann 
zur Kirche gehen, wenn ein Mind zu taufen ift, oder wenn eine Trauung 
oder ein Begräbnis ftattfindet. Nein, Maria und Yofeph hielten fleipig 
Kicchgang; fiegingen wieder zum Tempel. Das berichtet uns Lufas 
in unferm Gvangelium. Damit bietet er uns Anlaß und Gelegenheit, 
heute einmal gu reden von 


Nnferm Rirdgang. 
Wir betrachten 
1. bie Bejhmwerden, 
2. den Segen desfelben und 
3. Die Gefahren bei demjelben. 


1. 


Mit den Worten: „Und jeine Eltern gingen . . . Getwohnheit des 
Feites“, VB. 41Ff., wird uns vom RKirdgang der Heiligen Eltern erzählt. 
Sedes Sahr gingen fie zum Ofterfeft nach Serufalem Hinauf, um da im 
Tempel das Feft mitzufeiern. Diefer Kirdgang war für fie aber gewiß 
nichts Kleines oder Leichtes — leicht hodhftens für die Leute in Seru= 
falem und etwa noch für joldde in Bethlehem, das etwas über zivei 
Stunden Weg dom Tempel entfernt war. Die meilten Sstaeliten 
wohnten aber nicht in Rerufalem oder in deffen Nähe, hatten alfo eine 
mehr oder weniger weite Reife zum Tempel zu maden. Die heiligen 
Eltern, die in Nazareth Tebten, weit bon Serufalem, mochten etiva 
dreißig Wegjtunden zu wandern haben. Das fonnten fie nist in 
einem Tage abmaden, e8 fojtete etlihe QTagereifen (val. B. 44). 
Fahren oder reiten fonnten fie wegen ihrer Armut auch nicht. linterz 
weg3 mußten fie unter freiem Himmel oder bei fremden Leuten oder in 
Gafthaufern herbergen, was Unbequemlichfeit und Unfoften verurjachte. 
Da das Ofterfejt eine Woche fang dauerte, mußten fie fo lange in Serus 
faleın Herberge juhen. Zu Fuß wanderten fie dann wieder heim. Das 
war eine ermüdende Reife, auf der fie wohl manchmal bon den Un= 
bilden der Witterung werden zu leiden gehabt haben. Neben Unfoften 
mußten fie wohl mwenigjtens zwei Wochen Zeit verlieren, Arbeit und 
Verdienft verfäumen. Kurz, ihr Mirdgang verurfachte den heiligen 
Eltern manderlei Vefchwerden. 

Ungerecht und unwahr würde es fein, wollte man behaupten, von 
Bejchwerden eines Kirchganges fünnte Heute und unter ung gar nicht 
mehr die Rede fein. Freilich, fo weite Wege zur Kirche wie Maria und 
Sojeph Haben unfere Chriften nicht; es find feine drei Tagereifen zur 
Kirche; weit zu gehen braucht feiner, die meiiten können fahren. In 
etlihen Stunden fann man wieder daheim fein, feiner braucht tage- 
oder wochenlang feine Arbeit gu verfäumen, unterivegs bei fremden 
Leuten zu fehlafen und dergleiden. Wieviel leichter ift alfo für ung der 
Kirhgang! Doc fonnen auch wir, wenn wir unfere Verhaltniffe in Be- 
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tracht ziehen, wenn wir an unfer Klima denfen, bei unferm Kirchgang, 
bejonders auf dem Lande, von Vefdwerden reden. Da gilt es, mit der 
Arbeit und den Vorbereitungen zu eilen, damit man rechtzeitig fertig 
wird und nicht zu fpat fomme, da man doch von der Wochenarbeit oft 
fo müde ift. Auch das Fahren bringt Vejchiverden mit fich; mander 
Hat e8 auch nicht nahe zur Kirche. Da tit bald Sturm, bald Staub, 
bald Regen, bald Morajt; oft ift wegen des Schnee oder wegen zu 
Harter, rauber Wege fewer durdgufommen. Bald ijt es bitter falt, 
bald ungewöhnlich heiß. Getvif, es ijt nicht immer leicht fiir jeden, zur 
Kirche zu fommen, aud) wenn er fommen möchte; denn von Trägheit 
und Unluft, die gern Entjhuldigung fucht, wollen wir jeßt gar nicht 
reden, jondern bon wirfliden Schwierigkeiten und VBefchiwerden. Und 
jo mag e8 manchmal vorfonmen, daß mancher um folder Befdhwerden 
willen nicht zur Kirche fommt. 

Uber bedenfen mir eS recht: Wenn man nur dann zur Kirche 
fommen wollte, wenn es ohne Bejdhiverde abgeht, jo würden nur menige 
fih einjtellen fonnen. Bereitiillig geben wir zu, daß unfer Kirchgang 
mit Vejchiverden verbunden ijt, aber wir wollen heute ung ermuntern, 
diefe Bejchiwerden auf uns zu nehmen, damit wir in den meiften Fallen 
dod unfern Rirdgang zu halten uns nicht fheuen. Denfen wir an 
Maria und Yofeph und ihre Gefährten, die es unbejftreitbar jchtwerer 
hatten als einer bon uns und doch alle Jahre hinaufgingen gen Seruz 
falem zum Dfterfeit. Haben mir auch Bejchiverde, gilt es, meit zu 
fahren, zu frieren, nag zu werden, willjt du es nicht ernitlich verfuchen 
durchzufommen? Sit es nicht angenehm, mwillft du nicht einmal denken: 
das wage ich für meinen Gott, ifm bringe ich dies Opfer; ich würde 
heute nicht für fünf Dollars die Fahrt unternehmen, für meinen Gott 
tue ich e8 doch; ich muß ja heute meinen Kirchgang halten, e3 ijt das 
die ,Getvohnheit des Feltes“, des Sonntags, jo ift eS meines Gottes 
Wille und Gebot? Steht nur unfer Herz recht, jo werden mir dod 
manchmal e8 wagen, zur Kirche zu gehen, die Befchiwerden willig auf 
uns nehmen, mit Freuden Gott dies Opfer bringen. Haben Maria 
und Sofeph die befchinerliche Reife gemacht, haben früher mance Chri- 
ften fogar Marter und Feuer erduldet um ihres Gottesdienftes millen, 
fo mill ih eg mir zur Ehre anrechnen, um Gottes tvillen fleine und große 
Befdhwerden bei meinem gewöhnlichen, regelmäßigen Rirdhgang zu 
leiden. Sit es doch nicht nur um meines Gottes willen, fondern auch 
unfertivegen, ung zum Segen, wenn mir unfern Sticchgang halten. 
Diefen Segen laßt uns zweitens erwägen. 


2. 

Wenn e3 V. 44 heikt: „Sie meinten... unter den Gefährten... . 
Bekannten“, fo werden wir an einen Segen unfers Kirdgangs erinnert. 
Bei unferm Kirchgang, noch mehr im Gotteshaufe, treffen wir mit Ge- 
fährten, Befannten, mit Gleidgefinnten, mit folden, die auch Luft und 


12 Predigt über das Evangelium am 1. Sonntag nad Epiphanias. 


Liebe zu Gottes Wort und Gottes Haus haben, gufammen. Unfere Ge- 
fährten find unfere Glaubensbrüder und -fchmweitern, die mir treffen, mit 
denen wir gemeinjchaftlich fingen und hören und beten. Gold Pflegen 
der Slaubensgemeinfhaft erfreut und jtärft fie und uns. Wir mifjen 
auf3 neue, daß wir Brüder find, einig im Glauben, im Befenntnis und 
in der Hoffnung. Sit e3 ettvas Schönes, wenn leibliche Brüder und 
Freunde fich befuchen, jo ift e3 noch fegensreicher, wenn Glaubensbrüder 
einträchtig ‚beieinander wohnen im Haufe ihres himmlischen Vaters 
(Bi. 133,1). Wann ift e3 wohl jchöner für dic): wenn nur menige 
in der Kirche find, oder wenn „fein Haus boll” ijt? Schon diefer Segen, 
die Gemeinschaft der Brüder, wäre allein der Mühe unfers Rirdh- 


gangs wert. 
Als die heiligen Eltern umfehrten nach Serufalem, um den SEfus= 
fnaben zu fucjen, da „fanden fie ihn im Tempel . . . zubörete und fie 


fragte”, 8.46. Achten wir erjt auf das lebte: im Tempel hört man 
von den Lehrern, ja von SEju felbit, Gottes Wort. Das ijt ein un= 
berehenbarer Segen des Kirdhgangs. Wohl fannjt du, wenn du da- 
heimbleibjt, auc) Gottes Wort lefen, das follit du auch zu anderer Beit 
fleißig tun; aber Gottes Wort gu horen, ijt doch beffer, jegensteicher, 
da VEfus jelbit fagt: „Wer euch Horet, der horet mich“, ,,Gehet hin 
und prediget“, „Selig find, die Das Wort Gottes hören und bez 
twahren”. Das Lefen hat feine Beit und feinen Segen, aber das Hören 
bat auch feine Zeit und feinen befonderen Segen. 63 fördert in der 
Erfenntni3; da foll der Prediger feinen Brüdern dienen mit etiwaiger 
größerer Erfenntnis, mit der Frucht feines Forfhens in der Schrift. 
Da wird der Glaube geftärft, das Schwache Herz ermutigt, der An= 
gefochtene und Betrübte getröftet, der innere, geijtlide Menjch ernährt, 
erbaut und aufgerichtet. Denn wie oft wird unfer Chrijtentum in uns 
fdlaff in Ddiefem oder jenem Stüfl Wie gut, daß wir Gottes Wort 
hören! Das macht unjer Gemwilfen jharf, warnt und mahnt uns, fräf- 
tigt uns, feft gu ftehen und gemwilje Schritte zu tun, wo wir ftraudeln 
wollten wie die Lahmen. Wie mandes Mal wären wir fehon gleich 
gültig, ja gar ungläubig geworden, hätte uns bei unferm Rircdhgang 
nicht „die Predigt und fein Wort“ gehalten, gerettet! — Und, liebe Zu= 
börer, vielleicht ift gerade die Predigt, die du verfäumteft, eine folche 
getwefen, die dir fiir dein Chriftentum befonders jegensreich und beil- 
fam geivefen wäre, indem fie did) auf einen befondern Fehltritt aufmerf- 
fam gemacht, dir davon wieder aufgeholfen und wider ihn geftarft hätte 
durch die Gnade und das Heil in Chrifto. 

Wir fonnten noch lange Beit bom Segen des Kirchgangs reden, 
wollen aber nur diefes lebte als das andere Stüd aus dem 46. Verfe 
berborheben: „Und e3 . . . fanden fie ihn im Tempel... . Vehrern.“ 
Das war und ift der Hauptfegen des Kirchgangs: die heiligen Eltern 
fanden SEfum! © liebe Zuhörer, da3 Yohnt fic), Hundert Meilen weit 
zu fahren in Regen, Kälte oder Schnee, ja meileniveit barfuß auf fpiken 
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Nägeln zu laufen, wenn du im Tempel SEfum findeft. Und er ift immer 
in der Kirche zu finden, wo Gottes Wort gepredigt wird, auch menn du 
nicht dagewefen bift. Nicht bloß ijt SEfus da, fondern wenn du deinen 
Kichgang Halit, jo machjt du diefen wichtigen, glücklichen, erfreulichen, 
feligen Fund, wenigjtens in unfern Lutherifden Kirchen, vo von X&fu 
gepredigt wird, mo feine Gaframente recht verwaltet werden, two fein 
Heil verichenft wird; alles dreht fich dort nur um JEfum. Bhn finden, 
ijt den Hetland, Troft, Frieden, Freude, Vergebung und Gerechtigkeit, 
Seligfeit und den Himmel finden. Dann fannjt du fagen: Ei, ich babe 
meinen lieben SEfun, den ih durch meine Sünden verloren hatte, in 
der Kirche wiedergefunden; ich habe ihn gefchaut, gehergt; ich nehme 
ihn jest mit mir heim nad Nazareth, oder iwie deine Heimat heift. Das 
macht dich felig! Du biit reich entfhädigt für alle Unbilden und Bez 
jchmerden des Kirdgangs. E83 hat fich gelohnt zu gehen. Giehjt du 
nicht Far den Segen eines jeden Hirhgangs? Wird doch, ehe du das 
Gotteshaus verläßt, dir und der ganzen Gemeinde der Segen des HErrn 
ausdrüdlich gegeben: „Der HErr fegne dich“ ufiv. Nirgends findeit du 
mehr als in der Kirche; aber du vberfaumjt viel, wenn du dich felbit 
{chonjt und megbleibit; ja, da3 fchadet viel, ferngubleiben. — Man 
fann beim Rirdgang aber auh Schaden nehmen. Laßt uns daher 
drittens noch an die Gefahren des Kirchgangs denfen. 


Rn 

Greifen wir in der Gefdhichte unjer3 heutigen Evangeliums wieder 
ein wenig zurüd, fo heißt es von den heiligen Eltern, denen doch das 
Diterfeft im Tempel zu großem Segen gereicht hatte: ALS jie wieder nach 
Haufe gingen, war SEfus ihnen abhanden gefonunen, und fie mußten es 
nicht. CEndlich vermißten fie SEjum. Ya, fie hatten ihn auf ihrem 
Kicchgang verloren. Daran war KEfus aber nicht fchuld, auch nicht ihr 
Kicchgang, fondern fie felbjt. Beim Kirchgang ijt alfo die Gefahr da, 
gerade für die Rirdganger, die ZEfum, Gottes Heil und Troft, ge= 
funden, das rechte Gottestwort gehört haben, dap fie JEjum wieder berz 
lieren. Oft trifft auch das noch zu: „Und fie wußten’s nicht!” Das 
ift dann allerdings ein böfer Schade. Das follen gerade diejenigen, die 
zur Kirche gehen, bedenfen; e3 ijt eine große Gefahr da, nicht für den 
Leib, fondern für die Seele. Und weil der Schade und Verhuft fo groß 
ijt, wollen tir recht auf die Gefahr achten, damit es nicht heiße, mir 
haben S&fum tvieder verloren. 

Da hält einer etiva feinen Kirchgang, aber er hört fchlecht zu, wenn 
das Wort Gottes, wenn von SEfu, dem Heiland, gepredigt wird; er 
merkt nicht auf, oder er hört aus einem verfehrten Beweggrund zu, nicht 
um SEfum, fondern um etwas „Verfehrtes” in der Predigt zu finden, 
etivas, mas feinem Fleifche paßt. Der Kirchgang allein tut’s nicht, man 
muß aud adgthaben auf SCfum, fonft fann man ihn gar leicht verlieren, 
wenn man auch vorher ein Chrift gewejen ijt. Darum mahnt Gottes 
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Wort: , BVetwahre deinen Fuß... . Bofes tun.” Wir follen unjern Fup 
wohl betvahren bet unferm Rirchgang; wir follen gujehen, ob wir gottes- 
fiirehtig, heilsbedürftig, gnadenhungrig, ob tir berfohnlid) gum Gottes- 
haufe gehen; andernfalls gereicht uns der Kirdgang nicht zum Segen, 
fondern zum Schaden: SEfus geht uns verloren. Da gibt es mande, 
die Haben in der Predigt SEfum gefunden, Vergebung für gehntaufend 
Pfund; fie gehen aber hinaus, geplagt von Unverföhnlichfeit, und ver- 
Vieren SGjum. Oder fie gehen heim und denfen an den Prediger, an 
feine Berjönlichfeit; daheim jteigt in ihrem Herzen etwa gar heimliche 
Abneigung oder Yeindfchaft gegen den Prediger oder Mitbruder auf, 
und fo verlieren fie SEfum; fie verbittern fi), haben feinen Segen, 
fondern nur mehr Schaden. Solchen märe e3 befjer, fie hätten nie 
Gottes Wort gehört. 

„Sebet zu, wie ihe höretl“ xief SEjus felbjt jeinen Hörern gu. 
Sa, gar mancher geht hinaus aus dem Gotteshaus, geht hin unter dem 
Gewirr und Gewühl von ,,Gefreundten und Befannten“, chrijtlichen 
und zmweifelhaften, und da im Getiimmel eben verliert er feinen SCjum, 
da fommt er auf weltlide Gedanfen, ja Sünden zeritreuen feine Ges 
danfen — und er weiß e3 nicht. SEjus und fein Heil, fein Glaube 
geht ifm, ja jo manchen, die Hörer und RKirchganger find, verloren. 
Aber, o twelcher Schade! Nur größere Verdammnis haben folche, weil 
fie SCjum einst gefunden Hatten und befaßen, aber thn wieder verloren 
haben. „Denn der Knecht, der feines Herrn... . leiden mülfen.“ An 
dieje Gefahr laßt uns denfen und uns davor hüten! Allerdings, gerade 
auch im Gotteshauje fann man den verlornen SECfum noch immer wieder 
finden, wie Maria und Sofeph, die ihn freilich nicht jo gänzlich verloren 
hatten, ihn miederfanden, indem fie zum Tempel umfehrten. So fehre 
allezeit zurüd in rechter Bußel Ya, laßt uns an den Segen unfers 
Kichgangs denfen, denjelben fleißig und mit aufridtigem Herzen da 
fuden, wo die heiligen Eltern ihn gefunden haben, fo werden auch wir 
Segen haben von unferm Rirdhgang. Das walte Gott! Amen. 

©. Ulbrigdt. 


Funeral Sermon. 
Joun 11, 25. 


You are familiar with the family at Bethany, the sisters Mary 
and Martha and their brother Lazarus. Jesus on His wanderings 
frequently stopped at their home. We are told that He loved them, 
for they believed on Him; they confessed Him to be the long-promised 
and long-expected Messiah, come into the world. We can imagine 
the happiness in the home at Bethany when Jesus came there as 
guest. 

A deep shadow has fallen upon the quiet home. Lazarus, the 
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beloved, is sick, even unto death. The sisters send word to Jesus, who 
at the time was on the other side of the Jordan River. They do not 
expressly request Him to return to Bethany, but simply say, “Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick!” What a fine faith! They leave 
it to the Lord to do as He thinks best. However, Jesus does not 
turn His face toward Bethany until death has done its worst. He 
waits until the need is greatest in order that He may extend greater 
help. Arriving at the village, He sends word to the stricken sisters 
that He has come. Martha receives the message and goes out to meet 
Jesus. Here, then, outside the quiet village, possibly as they sat 
upon a rock by the wayside, were uttered the wonderful words of the 
text: “He that believeth on Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live.” This was balm for Martha’s smarting wound. 

We to-day are assembled about the mortal remains of a dear 
and affectionate wife, a loving and sacrificing mother, a beloved friend. 
And you, dear mourners, whose hearts are now sore and bleeding, are 
about to bear your loved one to her last earthly resting-place. But 
for you also there is balm and healing. He who comforted Mary and 
Martha will comfort you. Come, let us give a few moments’ atten- 
tion to 


THE MASTERS MAGNIFICENT AND MOMENTOUS UTTERANCE 
CONCERNING THE DYING OF CHRISTIANS: “HE THAT 'BELIEVETH 
ON ME, THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE.” 

“He that believeth on Me.” Jesus does not say, “He that believeth 
on himself.” For those who believe and trust in themselves, in their 
exertions and accomplishments; for those who want to stand on their 
own righteousness and enter heaven on their own merits, Jesus has 
no word of comfort. But the poor sinners who feel that their 
righteousness is worth nothing, who have a keen consciousness of 
their sins, a profound sorrow for their sins, and an earnest desire to 
shake off sin; who feel the need of a mighty Savior and believe that 
Jesus is that Savior, who has redeemed them from sin, hell, and 
damnation; who come to Christ, saying, 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! — 


these are the people to whom Jesus refers when He says, “He that 
believeth on Me.” Lazarus belonged to this class of people, and he 
rejoiced to receive Christ as his Guest. Martha belonged to this class 
of people, and she manifested a beautiful devotion to her Master in 
her efforts to honor her distinguished Guest. Mary belonged to this 
class of people, and how joyfully she sat at her Savior’s feet, eagerly 
drinking in the words that flowed from His lips! And your deceased 
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loved one belonged to this class of people. She had learned from the 
Word of God and by her own experience, especially during the months 
of intense suffering, that she was a weak mortal, sinful, helpless, 
unable to save herself by anything in her or done by her. And like 
a drowning person she grasped the crucified and risen Redeemer and 
clung to His grace with a really firm hold. One day as she lay upon 
her hospital bed, a terrible temptation came upon her. For seven 
months she had passed through intense agonies and fiery trials, her 
heart had become faint and sick with hope deferred, when a temptress 
approached her, saying, “Renounce your faith in your crucified Christ 
and embrace Christian Science, and you shall have health.” Think 
of it: health, health, for the simple act of renouncing Christ, the 
Trinity, sin and grace, heaven. Health once again! And a happy 
reunion in the family circle! Sunshine on the path of life! Oh,—! 
But what was the reply of this our staunch Lutheran Christian? 
This, “I would rather continue my sufferings with Christ and go to 
heaven when I die than renounce my Savior and go to hell.” Faith, 
don’t you see? To Christ she had consecrated her life. And loving 
Him she loved His Church and Sunday after Sunday wended her way 
to the house of God to hear the divine message of God’s love in Christ. 
She had received a thorough Christian education, and during her 
long siege of sickness the gloomy days and dark nights were brightened 
by a devout study of the Bible-passages and Lutheran hymns which 
she had memorized in her youth. She lived unto the Lord while she 
lived, and died unto the Lord when she died. And so we are justified 
in applying to her the words of the Master, “He that believeth in Me.” 

Jesus goes on to say, “Though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
What does this mean? Jesus means to say, The Christian dies, turns 
to dust and ashes, and between his death and the death of the un- 
believer there seems to be no difference. Yet there is a difference. 
To the believer, death is life; it is a sleep; it is putting off the 
earthly tabernacle; it is a departure; it is a pulling up of the tent- 
pegs and a change of place. The believing Christian, though he were 
dead, lives to all eternity. How so? Listen! 

Dying means suffering fear and sorrow, agony and anguish. The 
dying hour tries the human heart. So it is also with the Christian. 
He instinctively recoils from the thought of death, dreads it. So it 
was with the deceased. The thought of her approaching death filled 
her heart with fear and sorrow. — But what is the Master’s mag- 
nificent and momentous utterance concerning the dying of Christians? 
“He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 
When the Christian dies, his dying is in reality not dying. By faith 
in Christ everything that makes flesh and blood shrink takes flight 
and disappears. So it was with the deceased. She knew that she had 
forgiveness of all her sins by faith in Christ Jesus. Her faith did 
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not disappoint her. God delivered her from all fear and sorrow and 
caused her to come forth victorious from the battle-field of life. 
Do you call that dying? No; call it living, living, triumphant living! 

Dying means the separation of the soul from the body. The soul 
soars forth, leaving the body isolated, lifeless, motionless. So it was 
with the deceased. Her soul has left its earthly tabernacle. — But 
what is the Master’s magnificent and momentous utterance concerning 
the dying of Christians? “He that believeth in Me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live.’ Her soul, at the moment of its departure 
from the body, was carried by God’s angel-messengers into Abraham’s 
bosom. Oh, “blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from hence- 
forth! ...” Do you call that dying? No; call it living, living, 
triumphant living! 

Dying means corruption. A body devoid of its soul cannot be 
preserved; it turns to dust and ashes. So it is with the deceased. 
We, therefore, hasten to deposit her mortal remains in the bosom of 
the earth. Standing at the open grave, we shall hear the solemn 
words, “Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” But what is 
the Master’s magnificent and momentous utterance concerning the 
dying of Christians? “He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” And so it is, for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it. “It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. . 
This corruptible shall put on incorruption.” Corruption is not the 
end of all things. As surely as in the springtime the tender green 
blade pushes its way through the earth, or as the bud on the tree 
swells and opens, so surely, on God’s last spring day of the general 
resurrection, shall the body of your loved one come forth and bloom 
in the paradise of everlasting life. As a lovely bride she once stood 
at the side of her earthly groom; to-day she stands as a still lovelier 
bride at the side of the heavenly Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, in the 
marriage-hall of heaven. Do you call that dying? No; call it living, 
living, triumphant living! 

Dying means cessation of tasting, seeing, hearing, feeling. So it 
is with the deceased. Her eyes are sealed, her ears are deaf, her voice 
is hushed. But what is the Master’s magnificent and momentous 
utterance concerning the dying of Christians? “He that believeth in 
Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” And so it is. God has 
wiped away all tears from the eyes of your loved one. She now hears 
and sees things that “eye hath not seen nor ear heard... .” She sits 
beneath the palm-trees of Paradise, drinking in the music of the 
celestial choirs before the great white throne. Do you call that dying? 
No; call it living, living, triumphant living! 

Dear mourners, you are weeping, for your hearts are sad because 
of your loss. God does not forbid your tears. But let Jesus Christ 
wipe away your tears. Let God’s Word cheer your hearts with the 
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divine promise that whosoever believeth in Jesus Christ shall have 
everlasting life, and with the assurance that your loved one by faith 
has entered into the mansions above. 

My friends, we have each of us to pass through the last struggle. 
Shall it be a quiet going to sleep with a loved Face bending over our 
eyes, like a mother’s-over her child’s cradle; or shall it be a trembling 
departure for the Judgment, which means death in all its horror and 
terror? Which is it going to be? The answer depends on the answer 
to another question, “Are you looking to Christ as your Life and Sal- 
vation?” If you are living in Christ and continue to do so, holding 
fast the Gospel, your dying will not be dying, but living, living, 
triumphant living; for “he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live.” So God says. Amen. THEO. WALZ. 


Entwürfe zu Predigten über da3 Baterunier. 


11. 
Mats 11,3, 

Um feine herrliden ewigen Güter haben mir unjern Vater im 
Himmel gebeten in den erjten drei Bitten des Gebetes, das unfer Herr 
ung gelehrt hat: um die Heiligung feines Namens, unt das Kommen 
feines Neiches und um das Gejdhehen jeines guten Willens twie im 
Simmel, jo auf diefer armen Erde. Auf die Erde, auf diefe Zeitlichkeit, 
in der wir noch verweilen, jolange e3 unferm Vater gefällt, lenkt nun 
der HErr unfern Blick. Und auf diefer Erde fehen wir jo vielen Same 
mer, fo viel Herzeleid, fo manche Not, fo viele Bedürfniffe. Und alle 
diefe Dinge, alles, was uns auf Erden fehlt und quält, was wir nötig 
haben, faßt der HErr zufammen in die lebten vier Bitten feines Gez 
bete3 und lehrt uns, e3 dem ans Herz zu legen, der uns gejagt bat, 
daß wir nicht forgen, fondern alle unfere Bitte im Gebet und leben 
mit Danffagung vor ihm fund werden laffen follen. — Solange wir 
auf Diefer Welt find, gebraudden wir gar manderlet Dinge für unfern 
Leib, für unfer ixdifches Leben, daß e3 erhalten werde, bis unfer von 
Gott uns bejtimmtes Stündlein fommt. Um alle diefe Dinge bitten wir 
in der vierten Bitte. Diefe betrachten wir heute und fragen uns zu= 
nächt: 

Was ift der eigentliche Sinn und Verftand diefer Bitte? 


1. Um das taglidhe Brot heikt der HErr ung bitten, das heißt, 
um alles das, toad wir für das irdifde Leben bedürfen, für des Lebens 
Notdurft und Nahrung. ES hat gar mande Ausleger gegeben, die gez 
meint haben, daß diefe Bitte geiftlich zu verftehen jet. C8 fei eines 
Chriften unmwürdig, für die Dinge und Bedürfniffe diefes Lebens zu 
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bitten. Der HErr rede Hier von dem täglichen Brot, das unfere Seele 
nötig Habe, für die tägliche Speife aus Gottes Wort. Doch der HErr 
zeigt das mit feinem Wort an; um Gottes Wort haben wir ja auch fehon 
in den erjten drei Bitten gebeten. Der HErr will vielmehr, daß wir aud 
Die Not unjers Leibes, die Bedürfniffe unfers trdifchen Lebens, die uns 
fo oft fo tief berühren, unferm Vater vorlegen. Er, der große Gott, ift 
fo gütig, daß er auch für das jcheinbar Keinjte und Geringfte, was feine 
Kinder betreffen fann, forgen will. Alles, was zur Leibesnah- 
rung und =notdurft gehört, legen wir Gott vor und danfen 
thm, daß wir es tun dürfen, daß Gott gleichfam Zeit hat, auch auf folche 
Nöte zu achten. 

2. Ums täglide Brot lehrt der Herr uns bitten, aber fcheint das 
nicht ganz überflüjfig zu fein? Sehen wir nicht immer wieder, daß Gott 
jo vielen Menjchen alles gibt, mas fie nötig haben, auch ohne daß jie thn 
darum bitten? 3 ijt freilich ahr, was auch unfer Katechismus fagt: 
„Gott gibt tägli Brot aud wohl ohne unfere Bitte, 
allen böfen Menjhen.“ C8 ift wahr, unfer täglich Brot hängt 
nicht von unfern Bitten ab, und e3 ijt gut, daß e3 fo ijt. Wir Chrijten 
bitten ja allerdings Gott um das täglide Brot, aber wie gar manchmal 
bergefien wir e3 auch, wie mander Tag geht hin, daß wir e3 nicht tun! 
Und wenn wir bitten, ijt e3 nicht mandmal nur ein bloßes Sprechen 
unjer3 Mundes, dabon unfer Herz nichts weiß? Wenn unfer täglich 
Brot von unferm Beten abhinge, fo toiirden wir wahrlich viel Mangel zu 
leiden haben. Nicht unjer Gebet beiwegt Gott dazu, un3 immer wieder 
darzureichen, was wir bedürfen, fondern allein feine väterliche, göttliche 
Güte und Barmberzigfeit über ung, feine Kinder. Aus Güte und Barme 
heraigfeit gibt er uns täglich Eifen und Trinfen, leider und Schuhe, 
Haus und Hof, verforgt er uns mit aller Notdurft des Lebens und bez 
bütet und befhüst uns in allen Gefahren. Er ijt immer bereit, ung 
mit diefem allem zu überfchütten, joiweit e$ uns gut tft. — Ya, er gibt 
diefe Güter nicht nur feinen lieben Kindern, fondern aud „allen 
böjen Menschen“, und diefe bitten ihn Doch wahrlich nicht darum; 
fie fönnen ihn gar nicht bitten, wie er e$ haben will. Wenn fie etivas 
fprechen, das wie ein Gebet ausfieht, fo ijt es bor ihm ein Greuel. Im 
Gegenteil, fie tun alles, Gott zu beleidigen und zu ergiirnen. Und doch 
gibt Gott auch ihnen täglich Brot. Cr forgt für alle feine Kreaturen; 
er läßt die Erde hervorbringen in reihlidem Mage, was die Menfchen 
bedürfen, ehe fie ihn bitten, ohne ihr Gebet. (Matth. 5, 45; 1 Mof. 
8,22; Bi. 104, 14.) Da das nun fo ijt, fcheint eS da nicht ganz un- 
nötig zu fein, daß wir ihn um das tägliche Brot noch bitten? 

3. Und doch heikt unfer Heiland ung bitten um das tägliche Brot. 
Und gerade darum bitten wir auch. Wir tun eS gern, twas unfer Hei- 
Yand ung fagt. Wir twollen mit Freuden feinen Willen erfüllen. Aber 
warum will Gott, daß wir ihn bitten um das, was er uns fret aus 
Gnabden gibt? Unfer Katechismus erflärt e8 jo: „Wir bitten in 
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diefem Gebet, daß er’3 uns erfennen laffe und mit 
Dankffagung empfangen unfer taglidh Brot.“ Wir 
bitten alfo, daß Gott uns erkennen laffe, nämlich, daß er es ift, Der uns 
das tägliche Brot gibt. Wir Menfchen erfennen das fo wenig. Wir 
nehmen alle idifchen Güter hin, als miiffe es fo fein. Oder wenn mir 
einmal darüber nachdenken, fo fehreiben ivir alles, was wir haben und 
befißen, uns felbft zu, unferm Fleiß, unferer Gefchidlichfeit, unferer 
Wrbeit. An Gott, den Geber aller guten Gaben, denft man nit. Auch 
wir Chriften fonimen leicht in folches Wefen hinein. Darum lehrt uns 
der HErr um das tägliche Brot bitten. Wenn wir bitten, dann erfennen 
wir e3 damit an, daß wir alle irdifden Güter nicht uns jelbit,. nicht 
andern Menfchen, fondern allein Gott zu verdanfen haben. Wir geben 
ihm die Ehre dafür, daß er e3 ift, der uns jo viel Gutes getan hat. — 
lind ein Chrift, der Gott um das tägliche Brot bittet und damit anz 
erfennt, daß Gott ihm alles geben muß, jedes Stüdlein Brot, jeden 
Trunf Wafer, daß wir ohne ihn feine Stunde unfer Leben frijten fonn- 
ten, der wird dann auch mit Danffagung fein taglich Brot empfangen, 
wird ihm danfen fir alles, tas er für Ddiefes irdifche Leben erlangt. 
Und auch darum bitten tvir in diefer Bitte, daß Gott uns recht danfbar 
machen möge fir feine große Güte, die er jeden Yugenblid unjers Lebens 
uns eriveiit. 

4, &3 ijt überaus wichtig für uns, daß ir Die irdiihen Güter als 
Gottes Gaben erfennen und jie mit Danfjagung empfangen. Go viele, 
ja, leider die meilten Menjen tun das nicht, und fo gereicjen ihnen die 
irdtjdhen Güter zum Flud. Gott gibt jie ihnen gum Segen. Cr lapt 
fic ihnen nicht unbegeugt, fondern überjchüttet fie mit foldem Segen 
(Apoft. 14, 17), daß fie thn doch fuchen und finden follten. Durch feine 
Giite will er fie zur Buße leiten. Aber fie verachten das. Sie fehreiben 
alles jich felbjt zu, und anstatt ihm zu danfen, mißbrauden fie feine 
Gaben zum Dienft der Sünde und Wolluft. Sie machen feinen Segen 
fich felbjt zum Fluch. — Bei uns Chrijten foll e3 anders fein. Wir 
bitten unfern Vater, daß er e8 uns erfennen laffe, daß alle irdifchen 
Güter feine Gaben find, daß fie bon ihm fommen, dann iverden wir in 
rechter Dankbarkeit auch ihm dienen und befonders alle irdifchen Gitter, 
die er uns gibt, als Gaben anfehen, die er uns anvertraut hat, dak wir 
fie recht gebrauden nach feinem Willen, gu unferm und der Unfern 
Unterhalt, zum Dienft und Nuben des Nächten, zur Ausbreitung feines 
Neiches. Sp werden uns die irdifhen Güter zum Segen für unfere 
Seele und für das ewige Leben. Diefe irdijden Güter vergehen einft 
im Feuer des lebten Tages; wenn wir fterben, fo müffen wir fie hier 
guriidlaffen, aber wenn wir fie als Gottes Gaben empfangen und fie 
in rechter Dankbarkeit zu Gottes Ehre gebraucht haben, dann werden fie 
wertvoll auch für die Etvigfeit. Gott gebe, daß tvir in diefem Sinne 
die vierte Bitte mit glaubigem Herzen beten! 
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12. 
zul 11, 3, 


Von dem rechten Sinn der vierten Bitte haben wir geredet und 
gejehen, da mir in diefer Bitte vor allem darum bitten, daß unfer Lieber 
bimmliiher Vater es uns erfennen laffe, daß alle irdifchen Güter von 
ihm fommen, dem Vater des Lichts, dak wir fie mit Danffagung emp- 
fangen und nad) feinem Willen recht gebrauchen, damit fie ung zum 
bleibenden Segen werden, zum Segen für unfere Seele. Dod wir 
haben bet diefer vierten Bitte noch mehr zu erwägen. 8 find mander- 
lei wichtige Lehren, die ung unfer Heiland gibt, indem er ung um. das 
taglihe Brot bitten lehrt. Und fo tvollen mir noch ferner betrachten: 


Was unjer Heiland uns in der vierten Bitte lehrt. 

1. Der HErr lehrt uns zunadjt, daß wir um das taglide 
Brot, um nicht mehr oder weniger, bitten follen. Das tägliche 
Brot hat Gott uns in feinem Wort verheißen, darum lehrt der HErr uns 
darum bitten. 

a. Der Ausdruf ,taglich Brot” jchließt gar viel in fid. Täglich 
Brot heißt alles, mas zur LeibeSnahrung und =notdurft gehört, twas wir 
für unfern Leib, für unfer Leben, nötig haben. Welch eine Fülle von 
Gütern das in fich fapt, lehrt uns unfer Katehismus. Bur Notdurft 
de3 LeibeS gehört bor allen Dingen, daß wir Nahrung, Kleidung und 
Obdach haben. Ohne diefe Dinge fann unfer Leben nicht erhalten iver- 
den, und fo bitten wir um „Efjfen und Trinfen, Kleider und Schuhe, 
Haus und Hof“. Damit wir aber die Notdurft des Letbes uns erwerben 
fönnen, muß uns auch Gott die Mittel darreiden, daß wir Uderbau, 
Handel und Gemwerbe treiben fünnen, und fo bitten wir ihn um „Üder, 
Bieh, Geld und Gut“. Wir bitten ihn um Segen in unferm Gefdaft, 
in unferm Stand und Beruf, um „gut Wetter”, um „Gefundheit“. 
Sollen wir unfer taglic) Brot in Muhe und Frieden genießen und des- 
felben froh werden, fo haben wir noch eine Neihe anderer Güter nötig, 
bon denen unfer Katehismus eine ganze Anzahl aufzählt, wie „Fromm 
Gemabhl, fromme Kinder, fromm Gefinde” und anderes. Das alles, 
und was ung fonjt noch nötig fein mag, daß wir ein ruhiges und ftilles 
Leben führen können in aller Zucht und Ehrbarfeit, das legen wir un= 
ferm Vater im Himmel vor, indem wir um das tägliche Brot bitten. 
Wir legen eS ganz getroft an fein Herz, denn er hat uns verheigen, daß 
er ung unfere Speife geben twill zur rechten Zeit, daß er feine milde 
Hand auftut und fegnen will alles, was da lebt, nach feinem Wohl» 
gefallen. 

b. Um das taglide Brot follen wir bitten, aber auch nicht um mehr. 
Wir follen nicht bitten um allerlei überflüffige Güter, die mir nicht ge- 
brauchen, oder gar um großen Reichtum, um viele ixdifche Güter diefes 
Rchens. An folhe Dinge hängen Chriften ihr Herz nit. Wir trachten 
por allen Dingen nach dem Reid) Gottes und nach feiner Gerechtigkeit, 
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nach den eivigen, himmlifhen Gütern, und find zufrieden, wenn uns 
Gott unfer täglich Brot darreicht auf unferm Pilgerweg nad) der rechten 
Heimat, da wir die Herrlichkeit de3 HEren erwarten (1 Tim. 6, 8). 
Wir wiffen, welch große Gefahren der Reidtum mit fich bringt (Spr. 
30,7—9). G8 tft allerdings wahr, daß uns Gott gewöhnlich mehr 
irdifche Güter gibt, al8 wir gerade nötig haben für unjer Leben. Tut 
das Gott, dann nehmen wir auch diefe Güter aus feiner milden Hand 
danfbar bin und gebrauchen fie nach feinem Willen, als die Vertvalter 
der manderlet Gnade Gottes; aber wir bitten Gott nit um überfluß, 
fondern um unser befdetden Teil Speife. 

2. a. Der HErr lehrt ung um unfer Brot bitten. Auch das follen 
pie wohl bedenfen. Gott allein fann uns das tägliche Brot geben, und 
ex twill nach feiner Güte das tun; aber e3 foll doh unfer Brot fein, 
das Brot, das uns nad feiner Ordnung mit Recht zufommt. Gott hat 
für das tägliche Brot eine beftimmte Ordnung gemacht und uns an Diefe 
gebunden. Er will uns die Notdurft unjers Lebens darreichen, aber er 
will e8 der Regel nach durch unfere Arbeit tun. Der HErr hat e3 uns 
ausdrücklich befohlen, daß wir arbeiten jollen, und gejagt, daß, wer 
nicht arbeiten will, Da er doch arbeiten fann, auch nicht effen fol. Wer 
hier auf diefer Welt nicht in einem gotttvohlgefälligen Beruf arbeiten 
will, da ihm doch Gott Kraft und Gelegenheit dazu gibt, der ift nicht 
fein eigen Brot, fondern ein Brot, das ihm nicht zufommt. Das gilt 
auch von folchen, die irdifche Güter genug haben, daß fie nicht mehr zu 
arbeiten brauchen, wie man fagt. Wir jollen treu und fleißig arbeiten, 
wie e3 Gott von uns haben twill, aber des Leibes Notdurft und Nahrung 
nehmen wir als fein Gefchenf und feine Gabe hin und danfen ihm dafür. 
„DBete und arbeite“, das muß bei einem Chrijten ftet3 beifammen fein. 

b. Der HErr redet nicht in der Einzahl, fondern er jagt, daß Gott 
unjer täglih Brot uns geben möge. Der HErr lehrt uns in der 
Mehrzahl beten. Cr will uns dadurd daran erinnern, daß wir nicht 
allein für ung, fondern auch für unfere Mitmenfchen, befonders für 
unjere Mitchrijten, mitbeten follen um das tägliche Brot. Bitten wir 
aber von Herzen auch für unfern Nächften um des Leibes Nahrung und 
Kleidung, dann werden wir auch bereit fein, ihm zu helfen und beiguz 
ftehen, wenn er in Not ijt. Das ift ein Grund, warum uns Gott fo 
häufig mehr an irdischen Gütern mitteilt, als wir für unfer Zeben bez 
dürfen, daß wir übrig haben für die Not des Näcdhiten, dak wir uns als 
feine Handlanger anfehen, durch die er der Not unferer Mitmenjaen ab- 
helfen mill, daß wir mitteilen und beiftehen fünnen den Bedürftigen 
(Sef. 58, 7). Das will der HErr uns Hier lehren, daß wir für den 
Nächjten mitbeten und ihm Helfen und ihn fördern follen in allen 
Xeibesnöten. 

3. Der Herr febt am Schluß diefer Bitte nod Hinzu „immer- 
dar“. Der Evangelift Matthäus, der uns auch diefes Gebet über- 
liefert hat, jet dafür das Wörtlein „Heute“ ein. Gott, fo bitten 
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ir, möge uns heute unfer täglich Brot darreiden, das Brot, das wir 
heute, an diefem Tag, nötig haben. Der HErr will uns damit Iehren, 
daß Mir nicht für den morgenden Tag forgen follen. Wir follen nicht 
ängitlich fiir die Zufunft forgen. Wir follen treu und fleißig in unferm 
Beruf arbeiten und alle Sorgen unferm treuen Gott überlaffen, der für 
ung jorgt. Gott verbietet ung foldje Sorgen ausdrücklich (Matth. 6,34). 
Solche Sorgen find eines Chriften unmwürdig, fie find Heidnifd (Matth. 
6,33). Golde ängftlicfe Sorge für die Zukunft ift auch ganz vergeb- 
Vich, jte fann uns nicht helfen. Gottes Segen allein tut es (Bf. 127, 2). 
Wir jorgen nicht für den morgenden Tag, fondern wenn Gott ihn ung 
erleben läßt, fo bitten wir ihn wieder um unfer befcheiden Teil Speife, 
und jo bitten wir für das tägliche Brot „immerdar“, immer wieder aufs 
neue, jooft eS Gott wieder heute werden Yaßt. 

4. Und endlich follen wir auch dies beachten, daß der HErr diefe 
vierte Bitte niht bor, fondern Hinter die Bitte um des 
Gefhehens feines Willens fest. Damit will der HCrr ung 
lehren, daß wir unfere Bitte um die irdifchen Güter und Gaben allez 
zeit jeinem Willen unterordnen. Wenn wir um diefe oder jene irdifde 
Gabe bitten, fo mögen wir wohl meinen, daß fie zum täglichen Brot 
gehört, daß fie uns heilfam ijt. Aber wir find furgfichtiqe Menfcen. 
Wir wilfen vielfach nicht, was uns heilfam ift fiir unfere Seele. Gott 
erfennt vielleicht, daß es uns jehr fchadlich fein würde, wenn er uns 
gerade jet diefe Gabe mitteilen würde. Und wenn Gott das fieht, dann 
ijt es nicht jein guter Wille, jie uns zu geben, er will ja nur unfer Vejtes. 
Und fo bitten wir bet den irdifcehen Gütern immer fo, wie unfer Heiland 
gebetet hat: „Nicht "mein, fondern dein Wille gefdhehe.” Wir beugen 
uns gern, wenn wir auch einmal an diefer oder jener Gabe eine Zeit- 
fang Mangel leiden müffen. Go ijt e3 gut für unfer wahres Leben. 

Wenn wir auf diefe Weife gläubig bitten um das täglide Brot, 
dann durdhivandern wir getrojt unfern Pilgerweg auf diefer Welt. Wir 
forgen nicht für unfern Leib und für unfer Leben. Wir mwiffen, unfer 
lieber Vater forgt für ung und gibt un alles, was wir nötig haben, und 
zivar auf eine folche Weife, dak wir darüber feinen Schaden leiden an 
unferer Seele. Getrojt pilgern wir weiter und lenfen unfere Blice auf 
die Heimat, da unfer Heiland ijt, der uns einführt in feine Himmels- 
herrlichfeit. G. M. 
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Texts, Topics, Scripture-readings, and Hymns for Each Sunday 
and Festival of the Church-year. 

9. aft. New Year: Matt. 2,13—23. “Why must Jesus Flee into 
Egypt?’ 1. To save His life from the hands of enemies; 2. That 
Scriptures might be fulfilled. Lessons: 1 Pet. 4, 12—19; Ps. 34, 
16—23. Hymns: 1, 507, 519. Dow. 495, v. 7. 
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Epiphany: Matt.2,1—12. “Jesus Manifested as the Savior of 
the Heathen.” 1. How this is done; 2. How this is received. Lessons: 
Is. 9, 1—6; Micah 5,2—4. Hymns: 182, 184, 180. Doz. 180, v. 5. 

1. S. aft. Epiphany: Luke 2, 41—52. “Behold the Holy Family in 
the Temple!” An example 1. for parents; 2. for children. Lessons: 
Rom. 12,1—5; Ps.1. Hymns: 8, 107, 117. Dog. 29, v. 5. 

2. 8. aft. Epiphany: John 2,1—11. “Matrimony.” 1. As the 
first institution of God for man receives the first miracle of Christ; 
2. Must be entered with Jesus Christ. Lessons: Rom. 12, 6—-16; 
Matt. 19, 3—9. Hymns: 417, 442, 448. Dow. 446, v. 5. 

3.8. aft. Epiphany: Matt. 8,1—18. “Christ Heals Bodily Ail- 
ment to Make Man Strive after His Soul’s Salvation.” 1. This is 
manifested by the sending of the leper to the priest; 2. This is 
demonstrated by the praising of the centurion’s faith. Lessons: 
Rom. 12, 16—21; Ps.6. Hymns: 325, 515, 327. Doz. 495, v. 5. 

4. S. aft. Epiphany: Matt. 8, 23—27. “Christ in the Storm on 
the Sea of Galilee.” 1. Christ calmly sleeps; 2. Is easily aroused by 
His anxious disciples; 3. Wondrously stills the storm. Lessons: 
Rom. 18, s—10; Ps. 89,1—9. Hymns: 326, 354, 519. Doz. 69, v. 3. 
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SIXTEENTH LETTER. 
Dear FRIEND AND BROTHER: — 


Once more at the turning of the year. Once more on the con- 
tinental divide, from which the waters flow away in opposite direc- 
tions, — here into the ocean of eternity that is past, there, towards 
the setting sun, into the shoreless sea of all time to come, and time 
without time. May the Day-spring from on high visit us all, young 
preachers and old, and send His rays of grace and health into the 
days that lie ahead, shrouded in impenetrable gloom to our vision, 
but plain as if carved on tablets of stone to Him who is to-day, 
yesterday, and forevermore. As our day, so shall our strength be. 

In a way, you may be said to live on the continental divide of 
our Synod’s history. Back of us lies an era which can never be 
revived, since the wheel of time can never be turned backward, an 
era which had its own distinct tasks and problems. Before us lies 
a new age, which will be largely what we, who train the minds of the 
coming generation of American Lutherans, shall make of it; a new 
era of special dangers, unaccustomed tasks, and new opportunities. 
The present is the great continental divide in the sense that we can, 
from the present, survey both the history of a past which has had 
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very distinct characteristics of its own, as also the tasks that are 
already looming up for the future. 

Fundamentally, of course, our work will be precisely the same in 
1922 as it was in 1921 and in 1839, in India and China, in Germany 
and the new nations of Europe, as it is in America. Fundamentally. . 
The kingdom of God will be built— by us, if we remain faithful; 
by other hands, if we prove unworthy — through the same means of 
grace which were given to the Church at her founding on Pentecost. 
The contingency that the Church must use other means to bring men 
to Christ is, to a theologian, unthinkable. The very nature of the 
Church and of man, yes, the nature of Jesus Christ and of the God- 
head itself would have to be changed if that would come to pass. 
Hence, to a theologian it cannot become subject of speculation what 
the work of the Church shall be in the future. The Law of God 
remains unalterable, and there is but one way of salvation; and so 
our work can never be any other but to bring sinners to a conviction 
of sin and to set forth to them the mercies revealed in Jesus Christ. 

Yet, in another relation, that other statement is likewise true, 
that the Church has had her own special difficulties, tasks, and oppor- 
tunities in each epoch of her history. Even in a given period of time 
her work has had to fit itself into changing environment, and within 
the same geographical boundaries economic and social conditions have 
not been uniform, so that, e.g., the missionary on the prairie has 
tasks different from those of the pastor in an industrial center, and 
the small town parish has problems which differ from those of the 
great centers of population. It is the special task of pastoral theology 
to prepare the future laborers in Christ’s vineyard for this multiplicity 
of tasks, outlining those principles of missionary and congregational 
practise which are valid for every relation. But there are turning- 
points in the history of the world which, as it were, set up a new 
environment for the Church, and such epochal days are those in which 
we now live. It would require more space than this periodical can 
spare to point out the characteristics of the new environment into 
which we have been thrust. I shall mention one only — the altered 
relation of visible Christianity to the world. 

To state it briefly, the difference between Church and world, the 
antagonism which exists between the two in the Scriptural definition 
of their relations, has all but vanished. “Ye shall be hated of all men,” 
“Because ye are not of the world, the world hateth you,” “Marvel 
not, my brethren, if the world hate you,” ete., — such sayings do not 
appear to apply to the Church of our day. In our country the best 
of fellowship seems to prevail between Christianity and the world. 
Even where the spirit of worldliness is most potent, in such organized 
forms of ungodliness as the Secret Society, there is no apparent 
animosity towards the Church. Indeed, prominent spokesmen of the 
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lodge assert that the Church is indispensable, that lodge and Church 
must work together, that the better a lodgeman one is, the better 
a churchman he will be, and much more to the same effect. Govern- 
ment does not antagonize the Church. If any rule is recognized by 
politicians of all parties, it is that the Church must not be antagonized. 
Big business is interested in the welfare of the Church, as witness the 
millions contributed by those identified with Standard Oil to the 
Interchurch movement. I have just heard a lecture by Mr. Babson, 
the statistician of international fame and business genius, who at- 
tributes all progress, all civil, social, and economic well-being, — not 
to labor, not to capital, nor to natural resources, — but to religion, 
and, he said, “by that I mean the Christian religion.” His lecture 
was given under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A. — another institution 
which enjoys the highest respect of the world, yet bears the name of 
Christ in its corporate title. Examples might be produced without 
end. In the Red Cross the world is using the symbol of our Redemp- 
tion, and its special appeal is to the Church. And so our members 
and we ourselves in our daily conversation with men are not ordi- 
narily made aware of the chasm that yawns between us and them, nor 
made to feel the hatred which our Lord and His apostle pronounce 
the inevitable concomitant of Christian confession. And this, I say, 
is a situation which is essentially new, in our experience, and which 
characterizes the new age into which we are about to enter, and the 
threshold of which we have already crossed. The dividing line 
between world and Church has been wiped out. A few moments’ 
reflection will convince you that the most radical changes are neces- 
sary in our church-work if we are to recognize this as an accom- 
plished fact. 

I say —IJf. If matters are as they seem. If the world has prac- 
tically accepted the program of Christianity, or if, on the other hand, 
the Church has become conformed to the world, — what then? It is 
evident that we must divide the question. Has the world — speaking 
of our own country — accepted Christianity? Is ours a Christian 
nation? That depends on our definition of Christian. For us only 
one definition is admissible — Christians are those who accept Jesus 
as the Mediator between God and man, who worship Him as the Son 
of God, who poured out His blood in a sacrifice for their redemption. 
That our country accepts Jesus Christ in this sense no one will be 
able to assert. The lodge honors Christ as an exemplar of virtue; 
so does the Reformed Jew and the Unitarian and the Christian 
Scientist. And so only does a great part of the American Church 
honor Jesus Christ. Essentially, the leaders of Christianity in this 
country are agnostics. Infidelity sits enthroned in the theological 
schools. Read John Horsch’s book Modern Religious Radicalism, 
and you will be convinced. . Indeed, look about you, consider the 
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attitude of the clergy. I have heard countless times from visiting 
brethren, — “There is no Christian message in my town any longer, 
except in one or two pulpits.” The New Theology has penetrated to 
the pulpits and to the pews, even to the Primary Department of the 
Sunday-schools, as witness the lesson material gotten out by the 
Methodist Book Concern, the Pilgrim Press, ud Abingdon Press, and 
the Chicago University Press. 

Naturally, where Christ is not confessed as what He proclaimed 
Himself to be, the Messiah and sole Mediator, and where repentance 
for sin is not preached as the sole condition of discipleship, and the 
work of Grace is not exalted as the sole means towards this end, there 
will be no essential difference between Christianity, Judaism, and 
Unitarianism, there will be no difference between the Church and 
the world. And while we as Bible Christians look with dismay upon 
the confusion which a perverted theology has created in the religious 
thoughts of millions, it cannot be gainsaid that this very fact marks 
out for us the new era in a special sense an era of missionary oppor- 
tunity. But this line of thought is sufficiently familiar to the reader. 
Let me advert, before we leave the subject, to only one more thought 
which is intimately bound up with a duty imposed upon us as Bible 
confessors in a faithless age. It is this: — 

If we are going to preserve our own youth unharmed through 
this agnostic century, — and this includes our younger ministry, — 
we must create an English Lutheran literature. We must provide, 
without any considerations of expense, an English literature, theo- 
logical and religious, comparable in every way with the German 
literature on which our fathers and some of us have been nurtured. 
On the recognition of this need everything depends. Some years ago 
a Presbyterian reviewer said of a book by Rev. B. Fay Mills, whose 
return to evangelical Christianity had just been announced: “He has 
wandered so far into the wilderness of modern and heathen sub- 
jectivism that he has taken their dust upon his garment and their 
forms upon his literary style. His tongue has been twisted to their 
accents, and has not fully returned to his former language.” Some 
of our own young men have shown this twist of the tongue. They 
have read deeply, but not wisely, in Reformed literature. Professor 
Hult said in a Swedish paper some years ago: “Where formerly our 
grand Lutheran ‘psalms’ and chorals resounded, as songful interpreters 
of classic Lutheranism, Reformed ‘songs’ and hymns now often take 
their place. Where once the deep-brooding exposition of Scripture, 
this genius of the Lutheran pulpit, ruled, lighter, easier forms of ex- 
pression, suited to a non-Biblical mentality, commence to prevail.” 
And he adds: “A merger into Rome were unthinkable. Lutherans 
never make any radical changes that are not Reformed. This his- 
torical fact gives cause for much thought.” Even at our colleges we 
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are far from supplying the needs in order properly to meet the situa- 
tion. Consider only the text-books and the collateral reading. We 
have no statistics on this point, but may quote Dr. Norlie regarding 
the Norwegian Lutheran institutions as follows: “In former studies 
I have shown that our public, school, and private libraries are usually 
overwhelmingly non-Lutheran. Even a Lutheran pastor feeds, as 
a rule, mainly on non-Lutheran books. I have also shown that most 
of the religious text-books used in the Lutheran higher schools are 
non-Lutheran. I have just looked over four catalogs of our [Nor- 
wegian Lutheran] schools and noted the names of 343 text-books, out 
of which 13 were by Lutherans. The schools averaged 86 books each, 
of which only three were published by us. Our schools last year had 
about 4,000 students. A very small part of these use our Pontoppidan, 
Landstad, the ‘Hymnary,’ and possibly also in rare instances a few 
other books. Otherwise all of their reading is of books published by 
others.” 

Unless we provide an English Lutheran literature for old and 
young, learned and unlearned, for preachers and congregations, we 
will inevitably succumb to the Reformed spirit with which the very 
air of church-life in America is impregnated. It was the lack of an 
English Lutheran literature that proved fatal to Eastern Lutheranism 
in our country when the change in language came. In order to hold 
what we have, and to make the fullest use of the opportunity for 
expansion which now presents itself, we must have an English Lu- 
theran literature, otherwise we shall certainly be undone. 

And we must maintain those principles of practise which we have 
found to be Biblical, though it is quite certain that our fidelity to 
these principles will inevitably mark us out for the hatred and con- 
tempt of the world. But in the providence of God such contradiction 
will work out, in the future as it did in the past, for the spiritual and 
numerical growth of the Church Visible. 


* * * 


The Wilson Index is a large blank book 84% inches wide and 
14 inches tall. It really consists of three books bound into one. 
There are two distinct indexes, one for topics, the other for texts, and 
there is a book register which cooperates with both. The two indexes 
are wholly independent of each other. 

The distinctive idea embodied in the Wilson Index is the book 
register. This has two pages to each letter, with fifty numbered lines 
to the page. In other words, it provides space for the titles of 2,600 
books. When you have read Volume I of Dr. Pieper’s Christliche 
Dogmatik, you enter the title under c. If it is the first title on that 
page, it will receive its number from the first line and will be referred 
to in the index thereafter as el. These two symbols — c1—, fol- 
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lowed by the page number, constitute the entire reference in the index 
to any point in Dr. Pieper’s volume. Assuming that the subject 
“Angel of the Lord” is referred to on page 150, the entry in the index 
would be under “Angel of the Lord”: ¢1.150. The saving of labor, 
time, and space is at once recognized. On the index card or in Burr 
I would have to write, “Pieper, Christ. Dog., I, 150.” When the title 
of the book is a long one, the entering of even a dozen references is 
wearisome. With the Wilson Index this labor is cut down easily 
95 per cent. 

The textual index is arranged according to books of the Old 
Testament and books of the New Testament, neatly indicated on 
marginal tabs and adequately spaced throughout. 

This part, too, cooperates with the book register. Let us say that 
John 3,16 is treated in Homiletic Magazine, Volume 35, page 250. 
Assuming that this book is the twentieth registered under h, it would 
thereafter be referred to simply as h20. Under John, first column, 
there would be the entry “3, 16 — h 20. 250.” 

There is no textual index on the market, and of the indices 
rerum, none to be compared with this ingenious product. We can 
well believe the publisher’s statement that many readers of the Wilson 
Index advertisement at once resolved to dump their cards into the 
waste-basket and to begin indexing all over again. The publisher is 
The Wilson Index Co., East Haddam, Conn. 

The Wilson Topieal and Textual Index (and book register) in 
one strong, durably bound volume, may be ordered from the Concordia 
Seminary Stationery Co. for 86.75, postpaid, a saving of 50 to 75 ets. 


% * % 


While on the subject of labor-saving devices, let me refer you to 
a desk file which more than any other contrivance helps to solve the 
pastor’s problem of loose papers. This file is called the “Every-Day 
File No.9.” Its dimensions are 10 inches by 12, and when empty, it 
is searcely half an inch high. This file differs from the ordinary book 
files in that it does not stand on end, but lies flat, has no board or 
wood covers or lids, and no bellows arrangement at top and bottom, 
hence can be opened at any time like a book, its contents always 
being instantly accessible. Between stiff cloth covers there are nine 
eardboard leaves attached to a bellows arrangement at the rear and 
fitted with metal-lined tabs at the right-hand side, thus providing ten 
spaces for as many different varieties of subject-matter. The bellows 
on the rear permit of an expansion to a foot. It is possible to 
reserve one space, properly so indicated on the tab, for next Sunday’s 
sermon or sermon notes, another for Correspondence, another for 
Congregational Meetings, another for Bills, another for Synodical, 
another for Literary work (conference papers, ete.), and similar sub- 
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jects. The writer can say from experience that there is no other 
device which will so effectively clear the desk, typewriter table, re- 
volving case, shelves, and drawers of their various collections of 
papers. Here everything is in its place, everything available at the 
turn of the wrist, nothing can be mislaid, no time lost in searching. 
The Every-Day File No.9 can be bought through Concordia Semi- 
nary Stationery Co. for $1.25, postage prepaid. File and Wilson 
Index, $7.50. 


* * * 


Three months ago, the writer published for the students of Con- 
cordia Seminary a book of lectures entitled The Pastor as Student and 
Literary Worker. These lectures were originally written as Letters to 
a Young Preacher and had been intended for the 1921 volume of the 
Homiletic Magazine. The pages of the Magazine were reduced from 
48 to 32, and all this material was left on the author’s hands. For 
want of any better purpose he read them to the Senior class at Con- 
cordia Seminary in special afternoon sessions. These were well 
attended, and the students expressed a wish that the lectures be gotten 
out in book form. This was done during the summer, and a sufficient 
quantity was printed to last the Seminary classes a number of years. 
A limited supply of copies was set aside for young preachers who 
might be interested, and when corresponding with such, the writer 
enclosed the table of contents of The Pastor as Student. Practically 
every such announcement brought an order. Entire conferences 
ordered the book, and since that time the writer has been urged from 
every quarter to see that the book be put on sale. When an old 
college friend of the author wrote from Bay City, Mich., that to with- 
hold the book from the market would be unverantwortlich, the last 
word was spoken. Until the stock is exhausted, the students will send 
a copy, postage prepaid, to any address for $1.60. Address Concordia 
Seminary Stationery Co., Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 

The book contains discussions of the pastor’s reading (theological 
and secular), the commonplace book, indexing, filing, ete. 

The students will send the book and the Wilson Index for $7.95; 
the book and the Every-Day File for $2.85; and all three for $8.85, 
all orders to be accompanied by draft, check, or money order. 

Pastors unable to send remittance with order may get the book 
by ordering from the author directly. 

x x * 


With this issue ‘of the Homiletic Magazine, Prof. M.S. Sommer 
assumes the editorship of the English pages. The undersigned has 
been incumbent since 1913. He will, as often as space permits, con- 
tinue the Letters to a Young Preacher. G. 


_— + 
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Sm Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo., find folgende Berichte von 
Dijftrittsperjammlungen unferer Synode erfchienen: 
Verhandlungen der zehnten Verjammlung de3 Atlantifchen Dijtrikts. 48 Sei- 
ten. Preis: 23 Cts. 
Referat: „Die Kindertaufe." Referent: P.Y.R.9. Jahn, Ph.D. 


Proceedings of the Twenty-seventh Convention of the Southern Dis- 
trict. 16 Seiten. Preis: 8 Cts. 
Proceedings of the First Convention of the Colorado District. 
64 Seiten. Preis: 30 Cts. 
Referat: „Die feligmachende Gnade Gottes." Referent: P. Theo. Hoyer. 


Verhandlungen der neunumdvierzigiten Sahresverfammlung des Sftlidjen 
Diftrifts. 72 Seiten. Preis: 33 Cts. 
Referat: „Der Hausgottesdienft.” Meferent: P.%. Sohn. 


Vom Sdhriftenverein unferer Brüder in Deutfchland find uns fol- 
gende Schriften zugejandt: 

Verhandlungen der Ev.-Luth. Freifiche in Sachen und andern Staaten bei 
ihrer 43. Jahresperfammlung in Brunsbod. 1921. 38 Seiten. Preis: 
30 Cts. 

Die Verhandlungen diejer Synode haben für uns gerade in dicfer Beit ein be- 
jonderes Intereffe. Sie lajfen uns einen tiefen Blic tun in die Nöte, bejonders 
anc) in die finanziellen Nöte unferer Brüder; fie zeigen aber auch, daß gerade jekt 
jih in Deutfchland manche Gelegenheit bietet, das reine Evangelium zu verfün- 
digen, daß unjern Brüdern fi manche Tür auftut zur Predigt des Wortes, wenn 
wir hier jie reichlich mit Männern und Gaben unterftügen. Su beidem follten wir 
toillig und bereit fein und alles tun, was in unfern Kräften fteht, das Evangelium, 
das wir von Deutjdland einft erhalten haben, diejem fo tief gefchlagenen Lande 
ipiederzubringen. Den Lehrverhandlungen der Synode lag ein gutes Referat über 
die Kindertaufe von P. Th. Reuter zugrunde. Dies Neferat ift auch im 
Einzeldrud erjchienen. (Preis: 20 Cts.) 


Unentdehrlich für jedermann. 8 Seiten. Preis: 4 Cts. 
„Seid getrojt! Fürchtet euch nicht!” 8 Seiten. Preis: 4 Cts. 

Brwei furze Traftate, deren erfter die Unentbehrlichfeit der wahren Buhe zeigt, 
twährend der andere lehrt, daß wir allein in JEfu wahren Troft in allen Stürmen 
und Nöten des Lebens finden. 


Halte, was du haft! Cine Warnung an das deutfche Chriftenvolf vor der revi- 
dierten Bibel. Bon DO. Willfomm, D.D. Fünfte Auflage. 30 Sei- 
ten, Preis: 6 Cts. 


Auch möchten wir auf das theologische Beiblatt zur ,Cv.-Luth. Freifirde” aufz 
merijam machen, welches von unfern Brüdern im Interefje der wahren Kirche unter 
dem Titel CHhrift und Bekenntnis herausgegeben wird, und das nun feinen erjten 
Sahrgang vollendet hat. ES erjcheint vierteljährlich zum Preije von $1.00 oder für 
75 Cents für die Lefer der „greificche”, Diefer erfte Jahrgang enthält bejonders 
einen längeren, gründlichen Urtifel aus der Feder Prof. Stallmanns, betitelt: 
„Bom Verhalten des menfchlichen Willens bor, in und nach der Befehrung.” 
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The Lord Thy Healer. By Rev. J. Sheatsley. A Book of Devotion for 
the Use of Pastors When Visiting the Sick. Lutheran Book Concern, 
Columbus, O. 270 Seiten, Preis, gebunden in fchiwarzer Leinwand: $1.50. 
Zu beziehen vom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dies auch äußerlich fchin und würdig ausgeftattete Buch bietet dem Paftor 
Material für Kranfenbefuhe manderlei Art, nicht nur für Befuche bei Teiblichen, 
fondern auch bei geiftlihen Kranten, bei Angefochtenen, Ziveifelnden, Brren- 
den ufto., und auch in Fällen mancherlei Not und Leiden. Yedem Abfchnitt find 
mehrere Schriftabjdnitte vorangeftellt, an welche fic) dann eine kurze Beiprehung 
anfchließt, paffend für den befonders vorliegenden Fall. ALS Einleitung dient dem 
ganzen Buch eine Anleitung über Krantenbefuche, “Practical Suggestions”. Yd} 
möchte das Buch unfern Paftoren empfehlen. Sie werden darin vielen Stoff finden 
für ihre Hausbhefuche, e8 gut bet der Vorbereitung auf folhe Bejuche benugen, aber 
auch bet den Befuchen felbft daraus vorlefen fünnen. G. M. 


Handbuch der Kunftwiffenfdaft. Begriindet von Prof. Dr. Fri Burger fF. 
Herausgegeben von Dr. X. €.Brindmann, — „Alhriftlihe und bysan- 
tinifche Kunft“ von Prof. Dr. Ostfar Wulff. 6. bis 12. Lieferung 
@ 32 Seiten 9X12. Berlin-Neubabelsherg. Afademifche Berlagsgefell- 
fchaft Wthenaion. 

Vor mehreren Jahren haben wir in diefer Zeitfchrift die erfien Lieferungen 
diejes großartig angelegten Handbuchs, deffen erfter Band die altchriftlihe und 
byzantiniihe Kunft umfaßt, befprochen. Dann fam der Weltkrieg, die Zufendung 
der übrigen Lieferungen mußte unterbleiben, und wir nahmen jchon an, dap dies 
Unternehmen, wie fo manches andere Werk und fo manche Zeitjchrift, zugrunde ge- 
gangen fet. Nun fchreibt uns die Verlagsbuchhandfung: „Der Verlag hat das 
Unternehmen dur die Klippen des Krieges hindurchgeleitet, und e3 erfdjeint der 
Zeitpunkt gefommen, wo e3 wieder möglich ift, die fallen gelaffenen auswärtigen 
Beziehungen wieder aufzunehmen.“ Der Verlag fendet uns auch die fieben Liefe= 
rungen, die den erften Band zum Abjchluß bringen, zu. Wir fönnen nur unfere 
frühere Empfehlung wiederholen. Cin Fachmann wird diejes PMrachtivert noch; 
ganz anders beurteilen. Aber auch der Laie auf diefem Gebiet erhält eine Ieben- 
dige Vorftellung von dem Neichtum und der Schönheit der altchriftlihen Kunft. 
Sn den vorliegenden Lieferungen fommt zunddft befonders die altchriftlide Baus 
funft, tote fie fih in der Bafilifa darftellt, die Ficchliche Wandmalerei, die Hand- 
iriftenilfuftration und die Mofaik zur Darftellung und fodann der byzantinifde 
Kirchenbau, der fogenannte Kuppelbau, und deffen berithmteftes Crempel, die 
Sophienficche in Konftantinopel. Alles ift auf das reichfte und fehönfte illuftriert, 
und man fann fic) nur wundern, daß nod) fo außerordentlich fdhine Werke bei der 
wirtschaftlichen Notlage hergeftellt werden finnen. Man ficht die reiche, mannig- 
faltige, jchöne Ticchliche Kunft des chriftlichen Altertums ganz anders an an der 
Hand eines jolhen Führers und fo trefflicher Alluftrationen. Das Werk verdient 
die Beachtung aller, die fich für diefen Gegenftand intereffieren. Der Preis der 
Lieferung tft nicht angegeben; vor dem Mriege betrug er 2 Mark, wird jekt aber 
wohl jo erhöht fein, daß er dem vormaligen Werte von 2 Mark, etwa 50 bi8 
65 Gents, entipricht. Schon vor dem Kriege konnten toir diefen Preis im Wnbe- 
tracht der Wusftattung des Werfes als einen niedrigen bezeichnen. — Wir erwähnen 
nod), daß der veichbegabte Herausgeber, Dr. Fri Burger, am 22. Mai 1916 im: 


Alter von 38 Jahren im Weltkrieg vor Verdun gefallen ift. LT. 


